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Plain Language Summary

Getting an intravenous (IV) drip inserted can be difficult in some patients — for example, people with hard-to-find veins 

due to kidney disease, prior IV drug use, or previous failed attempts. Standard IV catheters have a particular needle tip 

shape, and a newer type called a short-bevel catheter has a different tip design that may be easier to insert successfully 

on the first try.

This pilot study will randomly assign 100 hospital patients who are known to be difficult to cannulate to receive either 

the new short-bevel catheter or a standard catheter. Researchers will track whether the needle is successfully inserted 

on the first attempt, and how long the IV line lasts. The study will also help determine whether a larger, definitive trial 

is worth running.

You may be eligible if you are 16 or older, need an IV line for at least 24 hours, and have been identified as someone 

who is difficult to cannulate — for example, you have no visible veins, a history of difficult access, or a prior failed 

insertion attempt.

Key Eligibility Criteria

Inclusion (6)

• Patient greater than or equal to 16 years

• PIVC required for greater than or equal to 24 hours

• Identified as difficult PIVC insertion by meeting at least one of the following

• a.	Lack of visible and/or palpable veins

• b.	Medical history of DIVA or high risk for DIVA (eg. End-stage renal disease and receiving dialysis, IV drug user, sickle cell 
disease etc)

... and 1 more (see full listing online)

Exclusion (4)

• Veins deeper than 1 cm from skin surface

• Unable to provide informed consent

• Previous study enrolment

• End-of-life pathway

Locations (1 total)

QLD, Australia

https://www.anzctr.org.au/Trial/Registration/TrialReview.aspx?ACTRN=ACTRN12625001018404
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